
 

CURRICULUM & COURSE OVERVIEW 

Subject: GCSE English Literature 

Key Stage: KS4 

Exam Board: AQA 

Specification: https://www.aqa.org.uk/subjects/english/gcse/english-literature-8702/specification-at-
a-glance  

Map of 
Learning 
Overview: 

Current Year 11: 

• Autumn 1: Paper 1 – Macbeth 

• Autumn 2: Paper 1 – Macbeth and A Christmas Carol 

• Spring 1: Paper 2 – Power and Conflict poetry 

• Spring 2: Paper 2 – Animal Farm 

• Summer: Exam Practice and Preparation 
 
Current Year 10: 
See English Language Curriculum Overview 

Assessment: Two written exams: 

• Paper 1: Shakespeare and the 19th-century novel 
- Macbeth and A Christmas Carol 
- 1 hour 45 minutes 
- 64 marks 
- 40% of GCSE 

• Paper 2: Modern texts and poetry 
- Animal Farm, AQA Power and Conflict Poetry Anthology, unseen poetry 
- 2 hours 15 minutes 
- 96 marks 
- 60% of GCSE 

Homework: Satchel:One 

Holland Park 
Resources: 

Knowledge booklets for Animal Farm, Macbeth, A Christmas Carol and the AQA Power 
and Conflict poems 

Revision 
resources: 

Key ideas at the back of workbooks 

Knowledge Booklets – minimum 2 weeks before exams 

Optional 
resources: 

CGP Revision Guides (all texts) 
York Notes Revision Guides (all texts) 

Teacher 
contact(s): 

HoD: Mr Waterhouse (4.12) – aaron.waterhouse@hollandparkschool.co.uk 
2iC: Mr Leal (4.02) – dean.leal@hollandparkschool.co.uk 
Assistant Principal: Mr May (3.15) – jack.may@hollandparkschool.co.uk 
Lead Practitioner: Ms Pugh (4.12a) – alexandra.pugh@hollandparkschool.co.uk  
KS4 Coordinator: Mr Ludlam (4.04) – thomas.ludlam@hollandparkschool.co.uk  
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